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Hoi and Namaste!
Oh it was just last week
when we witnessed the
first major snowstorm in a
decade — now there’s not
a snowflake to be found!
We hope you had the
opportunity to skate
or walk on the frozen
Noorderplantsoen lakes,
but if not, there’s plenty of
sun to enjoy as spring rolls
in!
Stay safe and until next
time
GISA Board 2020

Noteworthy News

NL government promises to return colonial-era
stolen artifacts
The Dutch government has supported a report drafted by a
committee recommending that stolen colonial-era artifacts
and objects be returned to their home countries. According
to the government, “There is no place in the Dutch state
collection for cultural heritage objects that were acquired
through theft. If a country wants them back, we will give them
back.” The government plans to institute guidelines to return
colonial-era objects, so as to facilitate both the Rijkmuseum
and Tropenmuseum of Amsterdam to return more than 100,000
exhibits. The government also plans to work with officials in
Indonesia, Suriname, and Dutch territories to research the
genesis of various collections and artifacts.

French president Macron was one of the first European leaders
to buck the established practice of protecting their nation’s
cultural heritage when he promised students in Burkina Faso
that he wanted to implement the conditions that would
facilitate the restitution of cultural heritage to Africa. The author
of the Dutch report, Gonçalves-Ho Kang You, said establishing
a repatriation system could serve as an inspiration to other
countries facing claims for returning looted artefacts.

One such country, the UK, has been petitioned by Indian
politicians to return various stolen arts during the colonial
rule, with Shashi Tharoor asserting the requirement for
repatriation as a means for British atonement. To that extent,
British museums have recently started an enterprise to relabel
thousands of their objects, especially those plundered in
colonial times. Sporadically, idols and paintings have also been
returned to India. However, there hasn’t been a formal project
to return Indian artifacts yet.
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Recipe of the
Month
Chilli Pickle

Ingredients:
☐ 1-1.5 cups of chopped
green chillies
☐ 6 tbps mustard seeds - of
any kind
☐ 3 tbps rock salt (or regular
salt if not available)
☐ 2 tps turmeric powder
☐ 1 cup mustard oil/sunflower
oil/peanut oil
☐ 5 to 6 lemons (should yield
1/3 to1/2 cup lemon juice)
Method:
1. Dry the green chillies free of
moisture, and chop them in 1 inch
pieces
2. Grind the mustard seeds to a fine
powder
3. Add the green chilies, mustard
powder and salt to a jar
4. Mix the contents of the jar, cover
the jar tightly and keep outside for
2-3 days. Keep in a dry place for 2-3
more days if the sun isn’t prevalent
5. Add lemon juice and turmeric
powder to the pickle
6. Mix everything very well once
more, and close and keep the jar
outside for a day or two
7. Heat oil till its boiling point. Let
the oil cool till it becomes warm or is
slightly hot
8. Pour the oil in the pickle jar.
Cover the jar and keep the pickle at
room temperature for 4-5 days for
the pickling process to occur.
You could keep the chilli pickle for
2-3 days at room temperature and
then in the fridge.
Post your dish pictures on social
media using #cookwithgisa to be
featured!

Talk with Raahi

A student interview with a fellow GISA member, Manjima Sengupta

So, first of all, what do you study, and when did you come to
Groningen?
I study international relations at a bachelor-level, and I came to
Groningen around September 2019.
What did you think of the city and its people?
I am an outgoing person, so I am open to the idea of making
new friends. Since I was a part of my study association, it was
easy to make friends almost immediately. Otherwise, one could
always go to the bar and find people to talk to there.
However, there did seem to be a divide between International
and Dutch students, which I felt was partially due to the fact that
we internationals speak a different language, and don’t often
take the effort to learn Dutch.
How did your opinion of the city and its people change when
the lockdown started?
People reacted to the lockdown in several phases. First, 60% of
the people I knew left for home. For the people here, there was
this moment where everyone wanted to be so fit. You could see
people using equipment in parks all day long. It lasted a month,
tops.
It was followed closely by the ‘banana bread’ phase, where
everyone and their friends started baking all the time, and
letting other people know about it as well. Next came the house
party phase, which I feel like still hasn’t really ended. A lot of
tourists come over to the Netherlands from Belgium and France,
but there wasn’t much to do because museums and shops were
closed.
A lot of police gave out fines
during this period as well, it
was kind of funny to see how
the people reacted to the
police. In one single day, I
witnessed three drug busts,
which might have been due to
the police being on high alert
for Covid-rule breakers. There
were a lot of fireworks as well,
perhaps people just wanted to
piss off the police to retaliate.
How was it for you during
the lockdown in Groningen?
I did not go through the
fitness and banana bread
phase, I just spent my time
playing games online or

Why I stayed sane is because of the
view from my window.

talking to friends. My faculty doubled my workload during the
lockdown, and I had to take a resit during the lockdown, which the
faculty messed up. They revamped the course in response, which only
made it harder and I struggled as a result. I don’t blame the faculty,
because the teachers of my faculty were quite new to the online
environment.
I’m glad that they lowered the tuition fees though, because, I don’t
know if you heard, but there were 10,000 unpaid teaching hours every
day throughout the uni. Where were our fees going if they weren’t
even paying their teachers? Studies aside, sometimes, I just wanted
to pack up and leave, because I missed Durga Puja and Diwali, and I
missed meeting my family and friends as a result.
Why didn’t you?
Food from one of the best Thai
I didn’t want to go back only to infect my parents, or have to worry
places in the city.
about it over there. I felt much safer here, which is partially why I stayed.
Also, the idea of travel during a pandemic seems crazy to me. A few of my friends remained behind,
so it really wasn’t that hard, socially, to be in Groningen. Generally, I think Indians went back more
than students from other countries I knew, perhaps because without generalizing, we are people
who tend to be be closer to our families.
What were the things that kept you going?
Movies, food, friends, trying out different restaurants, and going for long walks through the city.
How long?
I tried to walk 8-10 km per day.
Woah. So what’s next for you?
I want to do a Masters and PhD in International Relations, preferably at the TUFTS School of
International Relations in Boston. But I’m not sure, given the comfort of this city, I wouldn’t mind
staying back.

Short Read of the Month
Dear Patrons,
Thank you for picking up another edition of the Raahi Newsletter. We’re
constantly talking about what to include here- and to hope that it might
brighten someone’s day or evening. On a different note, after a lot of
political struggle, the Dutch Cabinet is drafting a new legal framework to
support the legality of the curfew, which was questioned by the court for
its infringement of the freedom of movement.

jokEs
What can you catch
with your eyes
closed?
A cold.

For now, the curfew should remain as is until at least the 26th of February,
although PM Mark Rutte is not optimistic about the current situation. On
a (potentially) more positive note, the education minister has declared
tuition reductions for the next academic year, although this could only
apply for Dutch students - this remains to be seen.
Stay safe,
Your loyal board.

Your feedback on the
newsletter would help
us improve its quality
immeasurably! You can send us
your thoughts here!

